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Abstract: Under the trend of globalization, Chinese and western philosophy can have more 

opportunities for dialogue, and the comparative study of Chinese and western philosophy is 

open. But the academic circles still contend with the question of how the Chinese and western 

philosophy can be compared. To answer this question, we must first answer the question "is 

there any philosophy in China", and then is whether it can be compared and how it can be 

compared.  
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. DOES CHINA HAVE PHLIOSOPHY 

As for the Chinese philosophical problems, depends on whether the measure standard is 

standard, if we put our philosophy is defined as the first originated in the west, logical, thinking, 

to study the nature of things, such a discipline, first of all, the philosophy and logical system, 

the empirical method, painted the equality on the architecture, clearly China, there is no 

philosophy in a strict sense, because the measure standard is in accordance with the nature of 

the western philosophy, in such a context, Chinese philosophy is entirely a matter of a false. 

Did we found that exist only in the history of "Chinese philosophy" argument, but not have 

"western philosophy", so we from the subconscious will think of our "philosophy" is 

introduced under the background of "introduces", like the term "philosophy" is the external 

things. I think it's because we're not putting western philosophy on the same footing as Chinese 

philosophy, putting one side above the other. 

On the other hand, under the premise that the standard of measurement is indeed a true standard, 

that is, philosophy has its universality and particularity, and that philosophy is the study of love 

and wisdom. Deng Xiao man’s Mr. Responded in this context, he said China broadly with 

philosophy, without philosophy in a narrow sense, broad sense the word philosophy from the 

west, but the knowledge of philosophy is the wisdom, so so, there is a philosophy in China. But 

in a narrow sense, the Chinese philosophy is not to love wisdom, but to love other things, and to 

use wisdom as a tool. 

Did in "Chinese philosophy" in the debate, many scholars argued that China's "philosophy" is a 

wise learn rather than the love of wisdom, China's "philosophy" is more of in the service of the 
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bourgeoisie, but didn't also true of western philosophy, Hegel's absolute spirit is proposed to 

demonstrate the rule of Prussia, Nietzsche's "the will to life" is the same, standing on the 

position of the bourgeois for maintenance of bourgeois rule and the service, of course, we 

cannot be biased, the west also have like skin waves for the exploration of truth but not 

regarding his life, had Aristotle "I love my teacher, I love truth more" of the spirit. Therefore, it 

is not to say that Chinese philosophy is completely divided from western philosophy, that 

Chinese philosophy is a tool to serve the ruling class, but a study of wisdom. Western 

philosophy is the study of love and wisdom that pursues truth in logical thinking, and then 

comes to the conclusion that western philosophy is true philosophy, and China has no absurd 

conclusion of philosophy. 

So I think first of all, the definition of a philosophy now is that philosophy is about the world 

view of the theoretical system of view, Chinese philosophy, the unity of view, the theory of qi, 

with "benevolence" as the core of Confucianism, gong was not charming is the concept of 

knowledge about nature, society, thinking and summarized. Second, philosophy is the product 

of social development and the essence of The Times. Chinese philosophy is the product of the 

small-scale peasant economy of the mainland civilization. Western philosophy is the product of 

the commercial economy of the ocean civilization. Both is not good or bad, is not to say that 

China is not the same as western philosophy, Chinese philosophy, and Chinese philosophy is 

profound ethical connotation of unique philosophy, is containing the national theory thinking 

qualities of philosophy. Therefore, China has philosophy. 

2. THE POSSIBILITY OF DIALOGUE BETWEEN CHINESE AND WEATERN 

PHILOSOPHY 

First of all, from the point of the main problems of western philosophy research, Chinese and 

western different way though the study of language is not the same, and thinking habits are 

different, but can't communicate, not all of them are happen on the earth, for human one kind of 

aware form of cultural development. We have only one earth, and in a world, so we should 

strengthen the consciousness of "human destiny community". Knowledge of Chinese and 

western philosophical thinking is self and the world, the problem of knowledge of philosophy 

is the knowledge of life, we how to face yourself, face the world, how to exert self-ties with the 

world, to create a way of life, these are the problems of Chinese and western philosophical 

thinking together. 

Secondly, from the nature of philosophy itself, philosophical truth is the unity of universality 

and particularity. Philosophy includes a series of definite concept, western philosophy of 

language analysis in China's environment can form, basic Chinese ethics can also be adapted to 

the western world, and therefore, philosophy has its universality. But there is no universal in 

the world, universal truth, any truth is relative, is as the change of The Times, the method in the 

way of progress in changing, the pace of the inquiry is only the present tense, there is no 

complete. By the same token, philosophy has its particularity, because the common idea is to 

pass specific to the performance of life, namely the special national life of the Chinese nation 
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or Greece this particular nationality. As a concept, through individual personal performance is 

different, for example, the same is the Confucian principle, Confucius and Mencius 

performance is very different. The theory of the same school has such great particularity, not to 

mention the philosophy conceived by the two different cultural traditions. Therefore, it is 

possible to compare Chinese and western philosophy on the basis of their universality. 

Finally, from the value point of view, the comparison between Chinese and western philosophy 

has the value of time development and academic integration. Globalization is an irresistible 

trend in the present era, and cultural integration is the trend of The Times and the direction of 

the people. Now we face a series of global problems, such as climate warming, ecological crisis, 

artificial intelligence, energy crisis, the consumption alienation, etc., and these problems are 

fundamentally human and nature, man and society, interpersonal relationship problems, solve 

the problem must be fundamentally change people's way of thinking, turn to philosophy. The 

problem is global, and longtime no good solution, that this is not the Chinese philosophy and 

western philosophy can solve unilaterally, Chinese philosophy and western philosophy need to 

continue to communication, to discuss. 

Single, on the other hand, in terms of academic inquiry, there is no absolute truth, any truth is 

relative, so both Chinese philosophy and western philosophy are not complete, there are their 

own, such as under the influence of the traditional Chinese concept of "harmony", the national 

subject consciousness is not strong, easily in the environment under the influence of drift, lose 

the ability of innovation. In the west, it is precisely because of the strong consciousness of the 

subject that populism, nationalism and nativism are constantly spreading, causing social 

contradictions. Therefore, in order to improve the development of Chinese and western 

philosophy, for the sake of the philosophy of the discipline system of big development, on the 

one hand, we should take advantage of Chinese and western philosophy in different culture 

communication not for convergence, but looking for a mirror self-understanding, in self-denial, 

culture to develop continuously. Of course, what I am saying is not to give up the recognition of 

the similarities between Chinese and western philosophy, but that it is more meaningful to 

grasp differences. 

3. HOW TO COMPARE CHINESE AND WESTERN PHLIOSOPHY 

There are two different approaches and methods for the comparative study of the above 

problems by domestic scholars. The second is the comparative study on the problems of 

Chinese and western philosophy. In terms of the comparative study of the characteristics of 

Chinese and western philosophy, domestic scholars mainly start from four aspects: ontology, 

problem consciousness, thinking mode and speech mode. You question research methods, first 

should be put forward by the American scholar Roger Ames, he advocated efforts from the 

background of the western culture to find out some special problems, and then use the thoughts 

of Confucius as a tool, accurate to clarify the key to these problems, puts forward the ways to 

solve these problems. The color of this kind of research method has a cross-cultural, it attempts 

to promote a dialogue between different cultures, in order to gradually lead to acknowledge the 
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same and different between each other, so that all parties can finally put forward the important 

theoretical and practical problems of common concern.  

And, of course, the Chinese and western philosophy comparative field comparative method 

proposed by Mr. Wei-goo your paradigm, professor chug- yang sheng onto-hermeneutics 

method, but not yet in a mainstream position, but I think there is no lack of the new method is 

proposed for the comparative study of Chinese and western philosophy entered new blood. To 

some extent, I agree with professor chug- yang sheng onto-hermeneutics method, because the 

comparison of Chinese and western philosophy is not dogmatic, the comparison of total 

breakdown, not simply the concept of the comparison between, so we might as well use some 

of the philosophical hermeneutics, phenomenology method to compare, can better understand 

their meaning. 

In view of the above methods, I think we should pay attention to the following points in the 

comparative study of Chinese and western philosophy: 

(1) The tradition of recognizing both sides based on historical reflection 

(2) Compare the two parties in an equal position 

(3) Uphold an open, inclusive and open-minded attitude towards learning from different 

cultures 

(4) Abandon the traditional concept of comparing for the sake of comparison and establish the 

concept of seeking common development 

In a word, we should eliminate the binary thinking of Chinese and western, will be able neither 

to western criticism of China, also can't to China's war against the west, but should adapt to the 

globalization trend, constantly eliminate the barrier between them, to seek the possibility of 

dialogue between Chinese and western philosophy in the blend. Cultural diversity cannot be 

smoothed down by communication. It should be generated in comparison and compared in 

generation. Diversity and diversity will exist for a long time. Diversity is the motivation to 

stimulate, disturb and generate development. We cannot have a homogeneous future, but we 

can achieve common development. 

4. CONCLUSION 

Philosophy is not a foreign culture, Chinese philosophy contains the national theory thinking 

characteristics, philosophy, and "Chinese philosophy" is a proposition that without doubt, we 

only on the basis of strengthen cultural self-confidence, to better the development of Chinese 

philosophy, reveals the Chinese wisdom. Although Chinese philosophy and western 

philosophy have their own particularities, they share the same goal of better understanding 

themselves and better survival. Therefore, we should strengthen the study on the comparison 

between Chinese and western philosophy, explore more conducive to the development of 

human philosophy, and build a better philosophy system. We will in the world of culture 

advocates the existence of a diverse, each has its own characteristics of Chinese and western 

philosophy, cannot simply put it, what is good or bad, but should be in heavy seek to learn from 

each other, make progress together.  
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