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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Abstract: the film Elizabeth released on 1998 was directed by Shekhar Kapur. It is an 

outstanding biographical film that had won many awards and honors. This paper is intended 

to interpret the personality of Elizabeth by Carl Gustav Jung’s “Persona” and analyze the 

narrative structure of this film from Greimas’s “Therbligs Model” and discuss the cultural 

meanings of this film. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. PERSONA AND ANIMUS 

Persona is one of the psychoanalytic theories of Swiss psychologist Carl Gustav Jung. 

Personality is made up of "Masks" and each mask is a sub personality, or a side of personality. 

In Carl Gustav Jung 's psychology, the persona can guarantee a person to play different roles 

in the social life and deduce different personalities, moreover this personality may not be the 

real personality of this person. As a public display of a person, persona aims to give people an 

image in order to get the recognition of the society. The growth process of Elizabeth’s image 

in the film  was a typical process of shaping persona. So, when did her persona begin to appear? 

In the film, the moment when Marie I passed away and she succeed to the throne was the 

beginning for her persona as a queen. As a ruler of the country, she no longer belonged to 

herself but Britain instead. Her Queen's mask was completely shaped in the last scene of the 

film, when she cut off her long hair, the symbol of young girl, gave up her love with Robert 

and hided her true self under the thick makeup. She used hurt to completely shape her Queen's 

mask, which is also consistent with Carl Gustav Jung 's collective unconsciousness imagination. 

Carl Jung believes that the collective unconsciousness reflects the collective experience 

accumulated by human beings in the past historical evolution, which is the sediment of 

experience by human’s ancestors in the past millions of years, as well as the echo of prehistoric 

social life that only increases minimal changes and differences in every century  

Animus is a prototype theory proposed by Carl Jung which represents the male image in the 

eyes of female. For the individual, Animus can get a specific image in the process of woman's 

association with a man in life, and the father is the first male that a girl may contact, therefore 

the father often embodies the Animus of girl.  More importantly, Animus is basically shaped 
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by the influence of the girl's father. In this film, the editing and centralization of history only 

showed the process of Elizabeth from a repelled object to a supreme Queen. In this process, 

her psychology was expressed completely. In addition to her conscientious and independent 

personality, actually her desire for rights was also fully expressed. She wanted to lead the 

country to the right position, which with the image of the Animus image of male that inherited 

from her father. The setback of love propelled her to discard her female side. This film depicted 

her psychological changes in detail. She showed her mighty inner strength and boldness to the 

Old Duke who helped her sparing no effort. Her discard of men is an initiative seeking of 

insufficiency, using the insufficiency to stimulate her ability in governance.  

2. THE EPIC NARRATION AND THE“THERBLIGS MODEL” 

In general, the film adopts the collision between personal destiny and historical destiny as the 

basic narrative feature. So it has the epic feature, but every process is unpredictable and not 

centered on a very specific thing, but unfolded naturally according to the sequence of time. 

On the following,  the Therbligs Model of French semiotics master Greimas is used to interpret 

the relationship between the therbligs and the role of the film, thereby  to make a deeper 

analysis of its internal relations and the meaning of the work. "Elizabeth" is an outstanding 

biography film that based on real person, which is more easily to touch the audience and appear 

different levels of mixture, struggle and transformation of in people’s inner heart. Undoubtedly, 

Elizabeth is the protagonist of this film, but also an era. The concept of hero of biography only 

can be identified in specific discourse and narration. Realism holds that personalities are only 

symbols with functional attributes, and they are "tools" that serve for events. The existence of 

such symbols is the main factor of the development of service events. In terms of modern and 

contemporary film art, the characterization is an emphasis of the creation of literary and artistic 

works. A proper personality with rich personalities will be impressive for the audience. 

Moreover, in the creation of narrative works, the purpose of events is to serve the 

characterization. Such western biographical films like "Elizabeth" pay more attention to this 

point and lay emphasis on the characterization, taking the "human" as the core, embodies the 

multi-layered personality, ego, and even superego, which can imply and reveal the unconscious 

level of the personality and is also the core charm of the biographical films. However, the 

biographical films in China are limited and ignored the noumenon of character which is 

basically the same to the incident, such as the Chinese biographical film "Lin Zexu" also known 

as "The Opium Wars". In Greimas 's theory, he emphatically distinguishes two concepts, 

namely, therbligs and role. Each therbligs corresponds to a role or several roles constitute a 

united therbligs. Correspondingly, each role can take a kind of therbligs or various kinds of 

therbligs. The number of roles is hard to predict, but the therbligs meaning of role is fixed. In 

a complete narration, the therbligs can be undertaken by roles or non-role things. Greimas said: 

" therbligs belongs to narrative grammar, but the role can be identified only when expressed in 

a specific discourse." ③. The therbligs model contains six elements: the sender, the receiver, 

the subject, the object, the helper and the opponent. The order of these therbligs is that if a 
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subject wants an object and obtain the assistance of the helper when get the subject, or hindered 

by an opponent, and then sending it to the receiver, or the receiver itself is the sender, such 

different narrative structure will determine the different ideology. ④  This model has a 

particular order: when a subject needs an object, in which process the subject needs the 

assistance of the helper and hindered by the opponent, and then the subject get the object and 

send it to the receiver, moreover the receiver itself maybe the sender.  

 

English Attribute Remark Relation 

Subject “Existence full of desire”⑤ 
the shaped object of 

narrative works the subject pursues 

the object through a 

desire Object 
“Existence of people’s 

imagination”⑥ 

the pursuit of the subject (it 

may be specific existence or 

an abstract thing) 

Sender 

“when the subject has the goal of 

pursuit, then there may be a power 

to trigger its actions or provide 

goals for it”⑦ 

the factor urges the subject 

to generate desires 
 

Receiver  the carrier to carry desire  

Helper  
the factor helps the subject 

to realize desire 
binary opposition 

Opponent  
the factors hinders the 

subject to realize desire 

 

According to the role analysis of Greimas’s therbligs model, the following model can be 

derived:  

sender →object →receiver     crisis of throne→consolidated throne  →Elizabeth  

helper→  subject→opponent     William etc.→Elizabeth→Duke of Norfolk etc. 

 

2.1 The Sender and the Receiver   

Elizabeth was just a young princess in the beginning, who played in the grass just like other 

girls and yearned for love with men. The destiny arranged her from a repellent object to a 

supreme Queen, in such a process her psychology was expressed completely. The “mercy” of 

Marie I before her death made her to succeed the throne, but the following palace coup, the 

hidden conspiracy, the chancellor's deception and the bad situation of the country, all brought 

huge crisis to the new queen. . Finally, the throne was stabilized by a series of harsh means and 

Elizabeth turned into the receiver. 

2.2 Subject and Object 

In the specific order of the therbligs model, the subject needs to get an object. In this film, the 

subject is Elizabeth who succeeded the throne and of course the object is to stabilize her throne. 

In the narration, as time went by, there were many uncertain factors for her to consolidate the 

throne, both internal and external contradictions. Religious belief made her a “heresy”,  palace 
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coup, hidden conspiracy, chancellor 's deception and a bad situation of the country, all brought 

crisis the queen. But in face of the opponent, the subject finally get the subject with the 

assistance of helper.  

2.3 Helper and Opponent  

In the process of the subject obtaining the object (consolidation of throne), the subject 

encountered many opponents. The war started by Queen Marie of Scotland caused heavy 

casualties for the British army. The conspiracy of Catholic bishops schemed to disenthrone the 

Queen, and the Pope of Rome acquiesced any conspiracy to assassinate her, all of there were 

Elizabeth's opponents in the process of getting the object. William is the general counsel of the 

court, he advised Elizabeth to temporarily cast aside love and concentrate on politics and 

government affairs. In view of the weak national strength of Britain, the covetousness of 

surrounding countries, court's political opponents planned the coup, Cecil suggested that 

Elizabeth should choose the marriage with the Duke Angru of France to seek a political alliance. 

as her guardians,  Walsingham is calm, solemn and shrewd. When he was in bad situation, he 

seemed to be motionless, but he was actually a cruel man and would fight without any 

hesitation whenever there is a chance. These people are her helpers.  

3. Cultural Significance and Female Liberation 

According to historical records, when Elizabeth I succeeded, Britain was as poor as a church 

mouse, suffering internal and external troubles, with only 500 thousand pounds of income 

throughout the year, which could not maintain the operation of a national machine at all. Just 

like the description of this film, Queen Elizabeth must have the wisdom and mighty courage if 

she wanted to pacify all these troubles at home and abroad.   

In the film, the palace consultant, led by William, persuaded the queen to secure the throne 

through a political marriage and gave birth to an offspring to make sure that the throne could 

be passed from generation to generation in the royal family. But the queen was in love with the 

Earl Leicester, Robert. At the beginning of succeeding the queen, she also had an ordinary 

woman's heart, retained her personality and dancing intimately with her lover Robert at the 

Palace Banquet. Later on, when the queen learned that Robert had married, she didn’t show the 

pain and despair of the ordinary woman, but remained calm, imperturbable and stubborn. From 

that moment, her mentality had gradually changed from a woman to a queen. Then the queen 

not only gave up her love with Robert, but also refused the proposal of France and Spain. 

Facing the contradiction between women and power by mighty attitudes, which is the 

independence, liberation and release of women. But it also reflected the tragedy of the character, 

she discarded men is the initiative to seek for insufficiency, thereby to stimulate her ruling 

ability. To be a good queen, she dispelled the feminine characteristic and highlight the 

personality of the Queen. At the end of the film, court maids shed tears while cutting the long 

hair of the Queen which represents the feminine characteristic, and applied pure white cream 

on the face of the Queen. When the door opened, she was no longer a woman, but a pure, noble 
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and sacred queen. As a Queen, she was undoubtedly successful and perfect. But as a woman, 

she was unfortunate. 
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