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Abstract 

The Chinese higher education is being more attractive because of the rising global 
influences of China. The number of international students will increase in Chinese 
colleges, and more international students will be assigned to classes mostly consist of 
Chinese students. The situation will be a characteristic of the internationalization of the 
Chinese higher education in new era. The paper analyzes the current situation of the 
Chinese higher education and compares the Chinese higher education concepts with the 
western ones. Considering the cultural diversity and the Chinese higher education 
resources, the paper propose some considerations about the curriculum design, the 
lecturing methods, the education resources, the international exchanges, the grading 
manners, and the innovative education. The considerations can be referred to in the 
reforms of the internationalization of the Chinese higher education. 
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1. INTERNATIONALIZATION OF CHINA’S HIGHER EDUCATION 

Chinese colleges and universities have carried out international exchange activities with 
countries throughout the world for almost 40 years. Their partners in this project tend to 
include research institutions, well-known businesses, and fellow colleges and universities in 
developed, moderately developed, and developing countries. Cooperation has taken various 
forms, including personnel exchanges, cultural exchanges, and cooperation in scientific 
research. This has brought many experiences to Chinese institutes of higher learning and to 
their students. In June 2016, China became the 18th official member of the Washington Accord, 
meaning that if Chinese engineering programs meet accreditation requirements, their 
graduates will have the same status as the engineering graduates of other member countries 
and will be regarded by other signatory countries (regions) as having acquired academic 
qualifications for primary engineering work [3]. This provides a broad space for further 
improving the status of China’s higher education in the world. 

Currently, many colleges and universities in China have trained scores of students from all 
over the world, including undergraduate, master, and doctoral degree international students, 
visiting scholars, and students learning the Chinese language. There has been a gradual increase 
in the number of foreign students in China. These students attend the same class as their 
Chinese-born counterparts and are managed in the same way. This has prompted new 
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requirements for the teaching skills of college instructors, and it is necessary to evaluate 
teaching methods used in international classes dominated by Chinese students. 

2. SOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN METHODS USED IN CHINESE AND 
WESTERN HIGHER EDUCATION 

The concepts of higher education in China and the West are rooted in the long academic 
traditions of their respective cultures, and each has its own advantages [4] [5]. The Chinese 
concept places more emphasis on teachers’ roles and responsibilities. The method of classroom 
teaching relies on teachers imparting massive amounts of information through lengthy lectures. 
It gives great weight to such factors as classroom order, student attendance, and class 
participation. Correspondingly, teachers are considered responsible for whether and how well 
the students learn, and the classes they teach are expected to meet standard, specific goals. 

The philosophy underlying Western higher education is more student-centered, and Bloom’s 
Taxonomy is widely accepted [6]. Students are considered free individuals and learning is 
subject to the student’s own wishes. Teachers must have good professional ethics and technical 
skills, and they must constantly pay attention to the quality of their teaching, continuously 
improve, and create an environment in which the students may learn independently, but they 
are not considered primarily responsible for students’ learning or personal development. The 
role of the Western college instructor is to guide, not to inculcate. 

Innovation combining the advantages of traditional Chinese teaching methods and Western 
higher education concepts can produce distinctive and effective teaching methods. 

3. TEACHING METHODS FOR INTERNATIONAL CLASSES DOMINATED BY 
CHINESE STUDENTS 

To build and perfect an international teaching platform suitable for the diversified 
development of students, the following methods should be considered: 

1) Exploit the advantages of blending multiple cultural backgrounds and rationally set up a 
curriculum. Encourage students from different cultural backgrounds to learn from each other 
through collision of thoughts; provide a proper proportion of exploratory content, thereby 
stimulating interest and subjective initiative; and adopt flexible assessment methods. 

2) Make full use of modern information technology, update and improve course content, and 
optimize teaching methods. Use the Internet to create an infiltrating teaching environment and 
instant messaging technology system to integrate various teaching resources inside and outside 
the classroom. Leverage teaching methods such as MOOC platform and flipped classrooms to 
impart knowledge through teacher-student collaboration to solve problems, overcome 
communication barriers, and render communication more efficient; integrate and condense 
teaching steps by using micro-lecture teaching methods and designing themes based on the 
focus and difficult points of course content. Break through the constraints of a single classroom 
teaching method with respect to learning outcomes, allow in-class brainstorming and group 
discussion, create stimulating situations, and tap into practical courses and extracurricular 
internships to enable students to experience the mainstream thinking in the industry. 

3) Emphasis should be placed on the cultivation of communication skills in a multicultural 
context. Incorporate China’s outstanding cultural traditions, the essence of Western science and 
technology ethics, and self-cultivation in the current diverse social environment into the 
training plan. Appropriately adjust the personal assessment system and comprehensive 
performance evaluation methods. 

4) Specially set up innovative courses. Encourage the teaching team to explore problem-
centered and student-centered teaching modes, implement research-based teaching and 
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personalized training, and focus on the promotion of student personality, cultivation of 
independence, development of interests in engineering, and cultivation of a sense of 
responsibility. Stimulate students’ innovative capacities, adopt flexible credit recognition 
methods, and strengthen the cultivation of practical skills. 

4. CONCLUSION 

The increase in the number of international students seeking academic degrees in China and 
their mixing with Chinese students may gradually become an important feature of the 
internationalization of Chinese higher education. This has created new needs for teachers’ 
teaching skills and new methods. 

By combining some advantages of Chinese and Western higher education models, this paper 
attempts to put forward some thoughts on the teaching methods suitable for international 
classes, and these may provide reference material for the internationalization of Chinese higher 
education. 
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